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FROM THE HEARTH STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

The vestry and I listened and acted, based on your and our 
experiences over the last year, to revoke the policy of having 
only nonalcoholic wine for communion.  Generally, there 
was no regret at having done this experiment. Weôve all 
learned about each otherôs feelings. Weôve learned about the 
logistics of stain removal and its difficulties. Weôve learned 
that canon law requires us to use wine. Weôve learned that 
although liturgical decisions canonically are the rectorôs to 
make, this rector welcomes input from the vestry and the 
congregation as to those decisions.  
 
The wine is back and we will gather together around the 
communion rail.  John Harbeson has scheduled four chalice 
bearers for this summer and going forward. We have two 
priests at the altar on Sundays usually. Each priest will take 
one side of the altar and be followed by two chalice bearers. 
The first person will have a chalice with wine, the second 
with an alternative. You may sip or intinct with either chal-
ice. Indicate your choice to the chalice bearers. It will be 
your decision and responsibility to choose one or neither of 
these options. Parents should talk with their children as to 
these options as well.  
 
Iôd like to take this opportunity to emphasize that you have 
always had the option of receiving communion in one or 
both kinds.  If you only wish to receive the bread please feel 
free to do so. (Gluten-free wafers are available. Request them 
from the priest.)  If you only wish to receive the wine, in ei-

Looking Ahead: 
 
Vestry RetreatðJuly 9th 
Labyrinth Walks beginïJuly 11 
Movie NightsðJuly 13 & 20 
Organ Fireworks & Ice Cream           
 SocialðJuly 15 
Book Group - July 31 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL  
Thanks to everyone who did so much to 
make this year's Strawberry Festival a big 
success.  Way too many to name.   
 
You did a wonderful job of sharing what 
we all know to be the Redeemer Spirit. 
 
When all the beans were counted, the grand total came to 
just under $21,000.  Rest well! 

Jefferson 

The Redeemer Parish Directory is available for 
download.  To get a copy contact Cricket. Every once in a 
while there will be updates and a new link will be sent to 
all parishioners.  The directory is not available to vendors 
or the public.   

Order with Amazon? Support Redeemer! 

If you are ordering from Amazon, please consider registering with 
Amazon Smile. (smile.amazon.com) When you order through 
óSmile,ô a percentage of your order automatically comes to Re-
deemer.  You can also click through the link on the ñOther Do-
nationsò page of our website. Thank you! 

(http://www.redeemerbethesda.org/stewardship-giving/other-
donations/ 

ther form, please do so. If you only wish a blessing, please 
feel to ask for this.  Whether or not you actually ingest the 
elements you still are a beneficiary of the sacramental pres-
ence.  
 
All are welcome to receive communion at the Lordôs Table. 
together We are all equal here. We receive together in the 
manner that is most comfortable for us. May you become 
One with the One you receive. 
 
Faithfully, 
Amma Cricket+ 

http://www.redeemerbethesda.org/stewardship-giving/other-donations/
http://www.redeemerbethesda.org/stewardship-giving/other-donations/
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POTPOURRI! 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 
Liturgically and environmentally we are in, as Godly Play terms it, "the 
green growing season." You are invited to participate in this season by 
weeding Redeemer's beautiful garden for 20 to 30 minutes in the 
month of July. On the sign up bulletin board you will find a sheet list-
ing areas in the garden that need weeding. Please sign up for a area. We 
need 20 to 30 minutes of your time, no more. Come any time and find 
gardening gloves and tools in the shed or you can use your own. There 
are paper bags in the shed for your garden refuse. Mondays from 5 to 7 
you can find the regular gardening team who can help you find your 
area and distinguish weeds from flowers. You can also get this assistance 
during coffee hour on Sundays. Weeding is a wonderful stress reducer 
as it takes just enough mental and physical effort to take your mind off 
your worries but not enough to tire you out. I urge you to step up and 
take ownership of a small sliver of this garden and "worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness." Karen Stewart 

 

Pilgrim: A Course  
for the Christian Journey 
We are all on a faith journey. Weôre on different 
paths and at different places. Some of us have just 
begun coming to church. Some are ready to think 
about their paths anew. Others are ready to take a 
step toward baptism or confirmation. And, there 
may be a few out there who are curious (or you 
know someone who is) about Christianity in gen-
eral.   For seven Sundays, June 19 ï July 31, the rec-
tor will lead the first course in a new curriculum 
from Church Publishing at 9:15 am.  ñTurning to 
Christò introduces the Christian faith from the per-
spective of baptism.  All ages welcome! 

9:15am on Sundays  

REDEEMER BOOK GROUP 
 

Redeemer Book Group opted to read "Justice and Only 
Justice",  by Naim Ateek. This is an authentic restatement 
of the Gospel message of liberation within the very special 
setting of the Palestinian tragedy.  It offers a theology for 
Palestinian Christians caught up in a seemingly intractable 
conflict.  Exploring the biblical and theological issues as 
well as the historical ones facing that community, and all 
the victims of war and oppression, Ateek seeks to promote 
reconciliation.   Discussion of the book will take place on 
Sunday, July 31 at 3 pm at the house of Juliette Grant-
Suttie, 4986 Sentinel Drive, # 301, Bethesda, Md. 20816. 
Questions, please contact Huda Kraske at 
hqkraske@aol.com or 301 656 2087.  All are welcome.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organ Fireworks and Ice 
Cream Social 
On Friday, July 15 at 7 pm, Redeem-
er Director of Music Chris Betts will 
present a concert of popular music 
for the organ.  The program will be 
followed by an ice cream social on 
the lawn.  Music will include Bachôs 
Toccata and Fugue in D minor, 
Widorôs Toccata, Nimrod from El-
garôs Enigma Variations, and the 
Grand March from Verdiôs Aida.    

mailto:hqkraske@aol.com
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FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP 
Letter to the Episcopal Church 

From Presiding Bishop, President of House of Deputies 
Jesus tells us to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves 

 
June 28, 2016 
 
Dear People of God in the Episcopal Church: 
We all know that some things in holy Scripture can be confusing, hard to understand, or open to various ways of 
understanding. But some essential teachings are clear and incontrovertible. Jesus tells us to love God and love our 
neighbor as ourselves, and he tells us over and over again not to be afraid (Matthew 10:31, Mark 5:36, Luke 8:50, 
John 14:27). 
 
Thereôs no confusion about what Jesus is telling us, but it often requires courage to embody it in the real world. 
Again and again, we become afraid, and mired in that fear, we turn against Jesus and one another. 
This age-old cycle of fear and hatred plays out again and again in our broken world, in sickening and shocking 
events like the massacre targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people in Orlando, but also in the 
rules we make and the laws we pass. Most recently, weôve seen fear at work in North Carolina, a state dear to both 
of our hearts, where a law called the ñPublic Facilities Privacy & Security Actò has decimated the civil rights and God-
given dignity of transgender people and, by extension, drastically curtailed protections against discrimination for 
women, people of color, and many others. We are thankful for the prayerful and pastoral public leadership of the 
North Carolina bishops on this law, which is known as House Bill 2. 
 
North Carolina is not the only place where fear has gotten the better of us. Lawmakers in other jurisdictions have 
also threatened to introduce legislation that would have us believe that protecting the rights of transgender peopleð
even a right as basic as going to the bathroomðsomehow puts the rest of us at risk. 
 
This is not the first time that the segregation of bathrooms and public facilities has been used to discriminate unjust-
ly against minority groups. And just as in our painful racial past, it is even being claimed that the ñbathroom bills,ò 
as they are sometimes called, ensure the safety of women and childrenðthe same reason so often given to justify 
Jim Crow racial segregation. 
 
But we believe that, as the New Testament says, ñperfect love casts out fear.ò On June 10, the Executive Council of 
the Episcopal Church stood against fear and for Godôs love by passing a resolution that reaffirms the Episcopal 
Churchôs support of local, state and federal laws that prevent discrimination based on gender identity or gender ex-
pression and voices our opposition to all legislation that seeks to deny the God-given dignity, the legal equality, and 
the civil rights of transgender people. 
 
The need is urgent, because laws like the one in North Carolina prey on some of the most vulnerable people in our 
communitiesðsome of the very same people who were targeted in the Orlando attack. In a 2011 survey, 78 percent 
of transgender people said that they had been bullied or harassed in childhood; 41 percent said they had attempted 
suicide; 35 percent had been assaulted, and 12 percent had suffered a sexual assault. Almost half of transgender 
people who responded to the survey said they had suffered job discrimination, and almost a fifth had lost housing or 
been denied health care due to their gender identity or expression. 
 
In keeping with Executive Councilôs resolution, we are sending a letter to the governor and members of the North 
Carolina General Assembly calling on them to repeal the ñPublic Facilities Privacy & Security Act.ò When legislation 
that discriminates against transgender people arises in other places, we will also voice our opposition and ask Epis-
copalians to join us. We will also support legislation, like a bill recently passed in the Massachusetts state legislature, 
that prevents discrimination of all kinds based on gender identity or gender expression. 
 
As Christians, we bear a particular responsibility to speak out in these situations, because attempts to deny 
transgender people their dignity and humanity as children of God are too often being made in the name of God. This 
way of fear is not the way of Jesus Christ, and at these times, we have the opportunity to demonstrate our belief 
that Christianity is not a way of judgment, but a way of following Jesus in casting out fear. 
 
In the face of the violence and injustice we see all around us, what can we do? We can start by choosing to get to 
know one another. TransEpiscopal, an organization of transgender Episcopalians and their allies, has posted on their 
website a video called ñVoices of Witness: Out of the Boxò that can help you get to know some transgender Episco-
palians and hear their stories. Integrity USA, which produced the video, and the Chicago Consultation are two other 
organizations working for the full inclusion of LGBT people in the church. Their websites also have online materials 
that you can use to learn more about the stories of transgender Christians and our churchôs long journey to under-
stand that they are children of God and created in Godôs image. 
 
When we are born anew through baptism, we promise to respect the dignity of every human being. Today, 
transgender people and, indeed, the entire LGBT community, need us to keep that promise. By doing so, we can 
bear witness to the world that Jesus has shown us another wayðthe way of love. 
 
Faithfully, 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry             The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings 
Presiding Bishop and Primate                President, House of Deputies 

http://publicaffairs.cmail20.com/t/r-l-sukhydy-xtuktouh-x/
http://publicaffairs.cmail20.com/t/r-l-sukhydy-xtuktouh-m/
http://publicaffairs.cmail20.com/t/r-l-sukhydy-xtuktouh-g/
http://publicaffairs.cmail20.com/t/r-l-sukhydy-xtuktouh-w/
http://publicaffairs.cmail20.com/t/r-l-sukhydy-xtuktouh-yd/
http://publicaffairs.cmail20.com/t/r-l-sukhydy-xtuktouh-yh/
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MINISTRY 

Backpack Ministry! 
 

Parishioners are once again invited to contribute funds for the purchase of school supplies to fill 
50+ backpacks for children/youth served by Housing Up (formerly Transitional Housing Corpora-
tion), a DC-based nonprofit which helps at-risk families.  
Please make checks payable to The Church of the Redeemer with "School Supplies" on the memo 
line.  You are invited to assist with stuffing backpacks after the 10:30 
service on August 21st.  
 
Questions? Contact parishioner/coordinator  
Mildred Devereux: mildreddevereux@gmail.com or  
Charlotte Betts: charlottebetts79@gmail.com 
 
Thanks, 
Mildred Devereux 

Education for Ministry ï DC/
Montgomery County options 
Washington D.C. 
 
First Baptist Church of Washington 
1328 16th Street NW 
Washington, DC 
Tuesday evenings 
Ellen Parkhurst 
703-683-1273 
elparkhurst@verizon.net 
 

Montgomery County, MD 
 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension 
205 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
Tuesday 7:00 pm 
David Mitchell 
dspmitchell@verizon.net  
 
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive (at MacArthur 
Blvd.) 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
Tuesday Evenings 
Jo Barclay-Beard 
jobbeard@yahoo.com 
 
Wednesday Mornings 
Revôd Cricket Park 
revcbpark@verizon.com 
 

St. Francis Episcopal Church 
10035 River Road 
Potomac, MD 20854 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm  
Vince Stanford 
vmstanford@gmail.com 
 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20814-1852 
Sunday, 4-6 pm 
Prescott Bullard 
 
St. John's - Norwood Parish 
6701 Wisconsin Avenue 
(at Bradley Blvd.) 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
Wednesday evenings 
Barbara Ordway 
ordwaybp@gmail.com 
 

Church of the Ascension - Sligo Parish 
633 Sligo Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 
Thursday evenings 7-9 
(occasionally on Sunday 4-8) 
Anne LeVeque 
anne.leveque@gmail.com 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
818 University Blvd. West 
Silver Spring, MD 20901-1039 
The Rev. David C. Wacaster, Rector 
301-593-3282 (o) 
Thursday evenings 7:00 pm 
rector@gsecmd.org  

Education for Ministry (EfM)  
Registration Time is Here! 
EfM builds confidence for lay people to respond to any call to min-
istry. In a small group setting, you learn how to be in  community 
and how to connect your life to scripture and history. Redeemer has 
two groups: Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuition is $350.00 for the 2016-17 academic year, which includes 
books. For more information, talk with mentors Jo Barclay-Beard 
and Cricket Park. 

mailto:mildreddevereux@gmail.com
mailto:charlottebetts79@gmail.com
mailto:jobbeard@yahoo.com
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MUSIC 

MUSIC AT REDEEMER 
SERIES 2016-2017  
 

Sunday, 18 September, at 5:00 p.m. 
BARCLAY BRASS IN  CONCERT 
  

This exciting new eleven-player ensemble 
presents an enjoyable program of music 
not normally performed with brass instru-
ments, including works by Richard Strauss, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams and Johann Se-
bastian Bach.  Special guest, Christopher 
Betts, brings the Redeemer pipe organ into 
the mix. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, 9 October, at 5:00 p.m. 
THE INSCAPE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
  

Redeemerôs Ensemble-in-Residence pre-
sents the first of three concerts in the 2016
-2017 season.  Founded in 2004 by Artis-
tic Director Richard Scerbo, INSCAPE 
Chamber Orchestra pushes the boundaries 
of classical music with riveting performanc-
es that reach across genres and genera-
tions, and transcends the confines of the 
traditional classical concert experience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, 6 November, at 5:00 p.m. 
REQUIEM EUCHARIST FOR THE COMMEMO-

RATION  OF ALL FAITHFUL  DEPARTED 
  

As part of this beautiful and timeless litur-
gy, Redeemerôs Choirs sing Morten Laurid-
senôs Lux Aeterna.  Composed for the Los 
Angeles Master Chorale in 1997, its vari-
ous sacred Latin texts, including some 
from the traditional requiem mass, are a 
quiet, direct and introspective meditation 
on Light, a universal symbol of illumina-
tion at all levels. 
 
 Sunday, 4 December, at 5:00 p.m. 
AN ADVENT SERVICE OF LESSONS &  
CAROLS 
  

Modeled after the famed services held each 
year at Kingôs College, Cambridge, this 
beautiful liturgy leads us through the sto-
ries of Godôs promise of redemption with 
scripture and music sung by Redeemerôs 
choirs. 
 
Saturday, 24 December, at 10:30 
p.m. 
FESTAL EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY  
  

Celebrate the birth of Christ at this festal 
liturgy with special music and an extended, 
candle-lit prelude of seasonal organ music, 
choral anthems, and congregational carols 
beginning thirty minutes before. 

  
Sunday, 15 January, at 5:00 p.m.  
ORGANIST WESTON JENNINGS IN  CON-

CERT 
  

Currently a student at the Yale School of 
Music, Weston Jennings has been organ 
scholar at Chelmsford and Canterbury Ca-
thedrals in England, at the Royal Festival 
Hall in London.  He is quickly establishing 
himself as a talented and engaging interna-
tional performer. 
 
Sunday, 19 February, at 5:00 p.m. 
THE AMERICAN BOYCHOIR  IN  CONCERT 
  

Americaôs most widely touring and per-
forming choral ensemble returns to Re-
deemer with its unique blend of musical 
sophistication, spirited presentation and 
ensemble virtuosity. 
 
Sunday, 12 March at 5:00 p.m. 
THE DISTRICT EIGHT  IN  CONCERT 
The season of Lent and Holy Week have in-
spired generations of composers to write 
hauntingly beautiful and evocative choral 
music.  Acclaimed by The Washington 
Post for its "fine singers who blend and balance" 
and its "consistently beautiful performancesò, the 
District Eight presents a program exploring 
this rich repertoire of liturgical works. 

 

Sunday, 2 April, at 5:00 p.m. 
THE INSCAPE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
  

In its second concert of the 2016-2017 
season, Redeemerôs Ensemble-in-Residence 
brings us a program of more introspective 
and thought-provoking music, suitable for 
the season of Lent. 
 
Thursday, 13 April, at 7:30 p.m. 
CHORAL EUCHARIST FOR MAUNDY  
THURSDAY 
  

This traditional for Maundy Thursday, the 
first of the Triduum Sacrum (the Three Sacred 
Days), includes the Washing of Feet, the 
Stripping of the Altar and music sung by Re-
deemerôs choirs. 
  
Friday, 14 April, at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m. 
THE SOLEMN LITURGIES OF GOOD FRIDAY 
  

At 12 noon we gather around the Stations of 
Cross to meditate on the Passion of Christ, 
interspersed with beautiful sacred music.  At 
7.30 p.m. the traditional liturgy of Good Fri-
day leads us towards redemption through the 
Cross. 

  
Saturday, 15 April, at 8:30 p.m. 
THE GREAT VIGIL  OF EASTER 
  

Beginning in complete darkness on the 
church lawn, the liturgy includes the Lighting 
of the Paschal Candle, the Exsultet, the 
Prophecies, the First Eucharist of Easter, and 
special music sung by Redeemerôs choirs. 
  
Sunday, 16 April, at 10:30 a.m. 
FESTAL EUCHARIST OF THE RESURREC-

TION  
  

Celebrate the Resurrection of Christ at this 
festal liturgy, including music sung by Re-
deemerôs choirs with brass ensemble.. Follow-
ing the liturgy, join us for traditional hot 
cross buns and an Easter egg hunt on the 
lawn. 
  
Sunday, 9 May, at 5:00 p.m. 
THE SHEPHERD TRIO 
  

A relative newcomer to the DC area chamber 
music scene, The Shepherd Trio formed to 
explore the beauty and diversity of music 
written for the unique combination of sopra-
no, clarinet and piano.  The mission of The 
Shepherd Trio is not only to perform stand-
ard works written for the group, but to pursue 
new and exciting arrangements and composi-
tions for this simple yet versatile ensemble.  
 
Sunday, 21 May, at 5:00 p.m. 
THE INSCAPE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
  

In its final concert of the 2016-2017 sea-
son, Redeemerôs Ensemble-in-Residence 
brings music for Spring into the churchôs 
beautiful sun-filled Sanctuary. 
 
Sunday, 4 June, at 5:00 p.m.  
EVENSONG FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 
Redeemerôs Adult and Youth choirs lead us in 
the beautiful liturgy, using a form that has 
been practiced in the England and around the 
world for more than five hundred years, and 
including some 
of the favorite 
music of the 
Anglican choral 
repertoire 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMq7gLe4tcgCFYuTDQodzkID0A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fstock-image-music-notes-image7544001&psig=AFQjCNFZKn_sG-2EIvsFS2TZ0pywBiTXCg&ust=14444817448
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One day, I noticed new growth in 
me. I hadnôt gained an inch from 
yoga class, nor had I put on five 
pounds from all the dark choco-
late M&Ms Iôd eaten. And I donôt 
mean that I had matured ï quite 
the opposite.  

If I were to liken my life then as 
a garden, it had become infested 
with rogue weeds. Sprouting up 
all over the place, I saw the kud-
zu of criticism that had kept me 
in the dark, the strangling ivy of 
selfishness stanching my growth, dandelions of de-
ception and the thistles of negativity that tore at my 
clothes and scored my skin. And it was ugly. Of 
course I wondered where it all came from, but 
whether the seeds were blown in by the wind, 
dropped by a bird or mischievously planted by some-
one didnôt matter as much as ridding my garden of 
them. 

So I ran out, grabbed a hold of them one at a time, 
or in bunches when I could, and yanked them out of 
the ground, broke them off, piled them and burned 
them. 

I stood back, brushed my hands clean and looked. 

There, life was better for a while. I had more positive 
things to say to people, more to offer them ï I felt I 
could live more genuinely. All right then. 

But tugging apart weeds doesnôt kill them. Yanking 
haphazardly at them just lets them know that you 
werenôt serious. It wasnôt long before my garden was 
overgrown again. I was surprised to hear that old 
voice emanating from me, debasing peopleôs ideas, 
pointing out obvious irritations to all within earshot 
and inconveniencing people to make my life easier, 
and I heard the matching inner voice that rationalized 
it all, even cheered it on. 

So I rummaged around my tool shed, put on some 
garden gloves and knee pads and grabbed the clip-
pers. ñNow those weeds would know I mean busi-
ness.ò I got down on my hands and knees and 
clipped every one down to the ground. When I got 
done, there was not a weed in sight. 

I put away my tools and opened the gate so every-
one could see what a good job Iôd done. I began lis-

tening to conversations thinking of what nice things I 
could say about the speaker and engaging questions I 
could ask. I purposefully put myself out for others. I 
wore a smile even when the situation was grating on 
my every nerve. That was my problem, not theirs. 

And this lasted a lot longer than my first weeding ef-
forts. A lot longer.  

But they grew back. With all the effort Iôd put out, 
this was annoying. Time for desperate action: I 
bought weed killer. I put on a mask and sprayed. I 
vowed Iôd never speak another unkind word ï I could 
keep it to myself. I would tell the truth no matter how 
much it hurt. Iôd volunteer ï it doesnôt get much less 
selfish than that. 

I nearly died along with the weeds. It was too dra-
matic; expectations were out of reach. Third try! That 
should have worked. But life is not always a fairy tale. 
You canôt rid yourself of poison with poison. I thought 
I was a lost cause when I realized two truths. 

First, my initial efforts failed because I hadnôt gotten 
the roots. There had still been life in the roots easing 
its way up and out, therefore it wasnôt long before 
the complaining resurfaced to ruin good moments. As 
long as the roots were there, my attention would re-
turn to the less-than-ideal aspects of those around 
me. And, as I had just tended my garden and knew 
how good it could feel ï and pride amassed ï I felt I 
should tell them what work they needed to do. 

Not good. 

It was time for something radical. Interesting word, 
radical, from the Latin óradixô which means óroot.ô This 
time I left the gloves and knee pads in the tool shed. 
I believed that this time I needed to feel the process. 
I tied my hair back and grabbed a shovel, a spade 
and a weeder.  I got down, my knees, as though in 
prayer, bearing the brunt of the earth, and with my 
hands dug out each and every weed from deep within 
the soil.  

When I saw the roots, I saw my parents, I saw 
friends and I even recognized strangers Iôd seen or 
overheard in passing. So many influences had rooted 
themselves in my garden. So many people had 
dropped seeds in my soil. 

 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 

PARISH LIFE 
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PARISH LIFE 

Dear friends in Christ, 
3ÖËÈàɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯàÌÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÏÖÙÙÐÍàÐÕÎɯÕÌÞÚȮɯÈÚɯÞÌɯÈÉÚÖÙÉɯÛÏÌɯ

ÛÙÈÎÌËàɯÖÍɯÈÕɯÈŲÈÊÒɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÈÐÙ×ÖÙÛɯÐÕɯ(ÚÛÈÕɪ

ÉÜÓȭɯ.ÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȮɯÞÌɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯËÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÞÖÜÕËɪ

ÌËȭɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÌÕÌÔÐÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÚÖɯÞÌɯ

ÛÖÖɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÐÚÏɯÜÚɯÏÈÙÔȭ 

)ÌÚÜÚɯÚÈÐËȮɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÈÕËɯÈÎÈÐÕȮɯɆ!ÌɯÕÖÛɯÈÍÙÈÐËȭɆɯ3ÏÈÛɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯ

ÐÚɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯÚÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚȭɯɆ!ÌɯÕÖÛɯÈÍÙÈÐËȭɆɯ(ÛɅÚɯÚÖɯ

ÌÈÚàɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯÈÕËɯàÌÛɯÚÖɯÏÈÙËɯÛÖɯËÖȭɯ

/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÐÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÌÓ×ɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÐÕÍÜÚÌɯ

ÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯËÙÐÕÒɯ

ËÌÌ×ÓàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɅÚɯ

ÞÖÙËɯÐÕɯÚÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌȭɯ.ÜÙɯÚÛÖÙàɯÐÚɯ

ÐÛÚÌÓÍɯÈɯÉÜÓÞÈÙÒɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÜÓËɯ

ÚÖÞɯÍÌÈÙȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÞÐÊÒÌËÕÌÚÚɯËÐËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÉÌÚÛɯÛÖɯ

ÊÙÜÚÏɯ&ÖËɅÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÓÖÝÌɯÐÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÉàɯÒÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÏÐÔȮɯ

&ÖËɯÙÈÐÚÌËɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÛÖɯÕÌÞɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ1ÌÚÜÙÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÈɯÍÖÙÊÌɪ

ÍÜÓɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɅÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÐÚɯÚÛÙÖÕÎÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÈÕàɯÌÝÐÓȮɯ

ÚÛÙÖÕÎÌÙɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÈÕɯËÌÈÛÏȭɯ3ÏÌɯ1ÌÚÜÙÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÈÜÕÛÚɯÏÈÛÙÌËɯ

ÈÕËɯÍÌÈÙȭ 

  

3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÔÈÕàɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÞÖÙÓËɯÞÏÖɯÉÌÕÌŗÛɯÞÏÌÕɯ

ÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯ×ÙÌÍÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÚÜÙɪ

ÙÖÜÕËɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÐÎÏÛȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÛÈÒÌɯ

ÚÛÌ×ÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÚÈÍÌȮɯÞÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÓÖÝÌɯ

ÊÈÚÛÚɯÖÜÛɯÍÌÈÙȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯÐÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÊÓÈÐÔɯ

&ÖËɅÚɯÓÖÝÌȮɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÊÖÞÌÙɯÐÕɯÍÌÈÙȭɯ+ÌÛɯÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÚÛÈÕËɯ

ÉÖÓËÓàɯÈÕËɯÌÊÏÖɯÞÏÈÛɯÖÜÙɯ.ÜÙɯ+ÖÙËɯ×ÙÖÕÖÜÕÊÌËȭɯɆ!ÌɯÕÖÛɯ

ÈÍÙÈÐËȭɆ 

,ÖÚÛɯÓÖÝÐÕÎɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙȮɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ

ÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɯÛÖɯÍÌÈÙɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÚÚɯÖÍɯàÖÜȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÊÈÚÛɯÈÓÓɯÖÜÙɯ

ÊÈÙÌɯÖÕɯàÖÜɯÞÏÖɯÊÈÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȯɯ/ÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÜÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÍÈÐÛÏÓÌÚÚɯÍÌÈÙÚɯ

ÈÕËɯÞÖÙÓËÓàɯÈÕßÐÌÛÐÌÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÕÖɯÊÓÖÜËÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÖÙÛÈÓɯÓÐÍÌɯÔÈàɯ

ÏÐËÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÜÚɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÖÝÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÐÔÔÖÙÛÈÓȮɯÈÕËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

àÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÈÕÐÍÌÚÛÌËɯÛÖɯÜÚɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯ2ÖÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÖÜÙɯ+ÖÙËȰɯ

ÞÏÖɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÐÎÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÓàɯ2×ÐÙÐÛȮɯ

ÖÕÌɯ&ÖËȮɯÕÖÞɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙȭɯ ÔÌÕȭ 

  

ȹ!ÖÖÒɯÖÍɯ"ÖÔÔÖÕɯ/ÙÈàÌÙȮɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖƕƚȺ 

Yours faithfully, 

Scott Gunn   Executive Director 

 
aƻǎŀƛŎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀƎƛŀ {ƻǇƘƛŀ ƻŦ LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΦ tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ {Ŏƻǧ 
Dǳƴƴ 

The second truth I realized was that weeds would al-
ways be there. Unless all my neighbors killed off their 
weeds, theyôd spread. So instead of putting my tools 
back in the shed, I put them in my pockets to have 
with me when the time came to dig up another un-
wanted weed. 

I turned back to my garden. Looking around I saw all 
the beautiful plants Iôd planted ï the hostas which 
would return year after year, the marigolds which Iôd 
have to replace seasonally and I saw tulips and other 
bulb flowers Iôd not planted. Huh. I guess those same 
people who spread crabgrass also spread tulips and 
grapeseed hyacinth. Huh. Arenôt we a complicated 
lot? 

    Laura Rose 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 
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PARISH LIFE 

We wish a happy birthday to those 
born in July: 

Christopher Muenchow-Pohl, 
Marcia Sartwell, Abe Sauer, Tony 
Penn, Caroline Tucker, Clare 
Paulsen, Gabriel Boland, Sam 
Penn, Cynthia Fischer, Carolyn 
Killea Rutledge, Tami McMinn, 
Howard Wolf-Rodda, Liam 
Hundley, Neda Shirzad, Clark 

Downs, Howard Palmer, Michael Mershon. 

And Anniversaries of John Nickum & Linda Lear, 
Robert & Marcy Dresser. 

Redeemer Menôs Third Friday  
Luncheon Group 
Beginning about 15 months ago, a group of mostly retired 
men began gathering for a fellowship lunch on the third Fri-
day of the month.  The group discusses whatever is on their 
collective minds and catches up on how they are all doing.  
Being older and retired, sometimes the discussion centers on 
health, other times on household management, sometimes 
investment philosophies, and, of course, life in the parish.  
Monthly attendance has varied from as few as 4 to as many as 
11.    
We usually gather in the bar at the Irish Inn at Glen Echo at 
11:30.  But we have ventured to other locations, including, 
last month, the home of Ben Ivins.  A reminder email with 
the location and time is sent to all interested persons early in 
the week we are meeting.  If you would like to know more 
about the group, or be put on the email list, contact Denny 
Shaw (shawdf22@gmail.com) or Bob Dresser 
(Robert.dresser@gmail.com).   

Young people learning prejudice from current political rhetoric 
  
By Scott Christian 
 
ñPrejudice: Irrational suspicion or hatred of a particular group, race or religionò (The American Heritage College Dictionary). 
As a member of a Christian faith community and a retired educator, I am worried about the lessons in prejudice that our 
children are learning from some of the current political discourse. Having taught our children in church of Christôs love 
for our neighbor, and in school of the importance of the constitutional rights guaranteed all Americans, I am watching 
these lessons being undermined by hate-filled speech. Here are two made by a presidential candidate ð one a year ago, the 
second last week. 
 
ñWhen Mexico sends its people, theyôre not sending their bestéTheyôre sending people that have lots of problems, and 
theyôre bringing those problems with us. Theyôre bringing drugs. Theyôre bringing crime. Theyôre rapists. And some, I as-
sume, are good people.ò (Donald Trump, presidential announcement, June 16, 2015) 
 
ñThere are many, many people, thousands of people already in our country that are sick with hate. And people that are 
around him, Muslims know who they are, largely. They know who they are. They have to turn them in. They know who 
they are. They see them.ò  (Trump, June 13, 2016) 
 
The facts. ñFor more than a century, innumerable studies have confirmed two simple yet powerful truths about the rela-
tionship between immigration and crime: immigrants are less likely to commit serious crimes or be behind bars than the 
native-born, and high rates of immigration are associated with lower rates of violent crime and property crime. This holds 
true for both legal immigrants and the unauthorized, regardless of their country of origin or level of education. In other 
words, the overwhelming majority of immigrants are not ócriminalsô by any commonly accepted definition of the 
term.ò (www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org) 
 
 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ фύ 

mailto:shawdf22@gmail.com
mailto:Robert.dresser@gmail.com
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=231&qid=35781
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INTER-FAITH  

A Warm Welcome From  
Our Muslim Neighbors 

Iftar at the Islamic Center ï June 28th  

Our Potomac neighbors invited us to come and pray with 
them and, since it was Ramadan, to break the fast. So, 21 
Redeemer folks went to Potomac.  We started  with a peri-
od of open discussion led by Iman Tarif Shraim and Crick-
et and they answered questions about Ramadan and more.  
Some representatives from other congregations were there 
with us and it was hard to cut it off, but at sunset we broke 
the fast with a couple of dates and water.  We were invited 
to be present with them for their evening prayers. They 
prayed and we made a presence in the space and felt the 
energy and love of God!   

Afterward, we shared a dinner of Indian cuisine and more 
conversation in small groups.  We have a lot to learn from 
them, and they from us, and we share the enthusiasm 
equally.  

We are looking for more ways for our communities to 
come together.  We hope our work will benefit others and 
be a statement that we can and will be in solidarity battling 
prejudice and hate.   

The All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS), one of the 
largest Muslim communities in the United States, has a close 
working relationship with the FBIôs Washington Field Of-
fice, has hosted several Town Hall meetings with the FBI 
WFO at their mosque, and has had many advisory sessions 
with the WFO director and field agents. 
 
Clearly there are Americans of all stripes and colors who 
commit violent crimes in the name of numerous ideologies, 
ranging from white supremacy to radical Islam.  Our govern-
ment is currently investing billions of dollars and millions of 
man-hours annually investigating and tracking these people. 
However, the vast majority of all Americans, including those 
of Mexican descent or who believe in Islam, are moral, law-
abiding citizens who share our American values. 
 
To negatively categorize one ethnic or religious community 
using false and disparaging statements is ñracist,ò and it is 
directly contrary to the lessons we teach our children. My 
worry, now that politics has dipped to a new low in tone and 
content, is that we are teaching our children that politics is 
no different from a reality TV show or a game on a 
handheld electronic device. That is, there are no religious or 
moral standards; itôs only about entertainment and winning. 
 
Before itôs too late for our children and our country, letôs 
demand that our candidates refrain from making racist or 
prejudicial statements that run contrary to the founding 
principles of our nation and the core beliefs of all world reli-
gions.  
 
Scott Christian, of Marshall, Va., is a chapter leader for the 
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ уύ 
 


